All ye inhabitants of the world, and dwellers on the earth. Bee Ye, when We 
lifteth up an Ensign on the — xvi, 3. 


— 


Vor, II. MARCH, 1854. No. 3. 
POWERS OF NATURE. 
BY THE EDITOR. 
Man, by his researches, has discov- ‘action, and indeed, no a¢tion what- 


ered many methods of combining the | ever, apart from a thinking, living 
powers of nature, so as to produce | substance, which is constantly asso- 
astonishing and beneficial results: he | ciated with it. What is this sub- 
has, by the happy vee “ me- stance? It is God, or in other words, . 
chanical skill, so arranged th parts | parts | the Holy Spirit which is associated in 
of machinery, that by developing the a greater or less degree with every 
forces of nature in connection with particle of matter in the universe. It 
them, results follow which would be is this holy and All-wise substance 


altogether incredible to the ignorant | ‘that is omnipresent, pervading uni- 


and uninformed. These powers, the | versal nature, governing and controll- 
elements of which, in the hands of | ing worlds without number, prod 

skillful and experienced mechanicians, superintending the grand — 
produce such astonishing effects, are, august movements of the combined 


when traced to their origin, nothing 
less than the powers ordained of God ; 
powers that pervade all nature, or in 
other words, the power of God, ac 
according to prescribed laws, fix 
and unchangeable in their mode of op- 
eration, only when the authority that 
gave them directs a deviation. 

Man, because he beholds the effects 
of these stupendous powers, as they 
= the material elements sur- 

ing him, has become — 

with them, and unthinkingly calls 
them the “ powers of nature ;” and 
— they act in a fixed, unde- 
manner, he calls their mode 
of eeton the “ laws of nature; as 


oa abstract nature was capable of 
esting 2 and of acting ac- 
conding to 


tly of a 
living, intelli 


substance in association with it. Na- and 
tare has no power, and no method of 


whole, as it stretches itself out on 
every side to infinity: it is this All- 


stance, that unites system with sy- 
tem, under its own forces, so reg 


lated, as to maintain an eternal. bond 


worlds, as they fly with — 8 
velocity in their a ted” hs 


Were it not ſor 
al 
be Uholly devoid of foes. 
central iy devia — 
exist: matter could not have been c- 
lected into worlds; or if collected, — 


there could have been no adherence — 


of its particles—no chemical com- 
binations—no formation of solids or 
liquids—no organizations,.of any 


t, moving kind—no varieties of matter—no hard 
— without 


atoms; but all sub- 
force, would have 
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been infinitely divisible, without prop- 
erties of any kind, except the prop- 
erty of existence in space. Hence, 
all substance, without force, could not 
have been otherwise than precisel 
alike. It is force, then, that gives 
the infinite varieties of form, taste, 
color, smell, hardness, and every 
other characteristic of the elements. 
This force is constantly acting ina 
fixed and definite manner ; so that un- 
der the same circumstances, the same 
results are produced. This fixed rule 
of action is, in many cases, perceived 
by both the learned and unlearned ; 
and all mankind are constantly gov- 
erned in their actions by a firm and 
unshaken confidence in the stability 
of these laws. Some of these laws 
have been traced up from their remote 
consequences to a high degree of gen- 
eralization; among which may be 
mentioned the grand law of universal 
gravitation, by which every particle 
of matter in the universe has a tend- 
ency, not to attract, (for such a mode 
of action is, in all cases, absolutely 
impossible,) but to «pproach every 
other particle with a force varying in- 
versely as the square of its distance : 
that is, two particles or masses, sit- 
uated at twice the distance from each 
other, will not have the same tend- 
to approach as at a nearer dis- 
this diminution of the a 
ing tendency does not merely 


we in the simple ratio of the dis- 


7 but in the duplicate propor- 
tidn, so that at twice the distance, 


aol “having only twice less 


o draw near each other, 
they have four times less inclination ; 
‘and at three times greater distance, 

* they have nine times less force ; and 

it ſour times the distance, their force 


3 towards each other is sixteen times 
be less: and whatever be the distance, 


tat distance, multiplied into itself, will 

t inversely the force or inclina- 
tion of the two bodies to approach each 
other. Now the first moving cause, 
that ultimately results in this definite 
mode of action, is an all-wise, self- 
moving substance associated with the 
materials thus acting. It matters not 
how many intervening causes there 
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may be of a higher order of general- 
ization than that of gravitation, it 1s 
certain that the first in the series is 
not only all-wise and all-powerful, 
but as extensive in quantity as the 
materials with which it is associated, 
and upon which it thus intelligently 
acts. If we are unable to trace the 
effects up through all the intervening 
links to their true origin, we are none 
the - less assured of the intelligence 
and power of the first moving cause. 
And again, we behold a grand dis- 
play of the wisdom and power of this 
governing and oe agent in the 
institution of a law to counteract the 
gravitating tendency of the whole 
universe, namely: the law of centri- 
fugal force, by which the bodies of a 
system and of the whole universe 
have a tendency to revolve around 
their common centre of gravity with 
mean velocities proportioned to the 
inverse square root of their mean dis- 
tances. ‘This law is dependent on the 
distances, and is as universal as that 
of gravity. All our planets and sa- 
tellites follow this law as strictly and 
as undeviatingly as the law of central 
force. For instance, a planet, situated 
from the sun four times the distance 
of the earth, will have an orbit vel- 
ocity, one-half as great as the earth’s ; 
at nine times the distance its orbit 
velocity will be three times less; at 
sixteen times the distance, four times 
less ; at a hundred times the distance, 
ten times less; and so on, the velo- 
cities decreasing, not in the simple 
ratio of their distances, but in the much 
slower proportion of the inverse 
square root of those distances. The 
revolutions of the satellites around 
their primaries follow the same law. 
And suns revolve around suns, and 
around systems, under the 
influence of the same grand and ma- 
jestie law. And thus the whole 


august retinue of the starry heavens 
is prevented from rushing to one com- 
mon centre, and producing a univer- 
sal wreck of nature. While one law 
prevents the bodies from parting com- 
pany, and flying off into the immea- 


wilds of the other keeps 


surable 


them at 


it 
| 
| | 
it 
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not suffer them to encroach upon the 
premises of their near neighbors. 
These are called powers of nature 
and laws of nature, but they are the 
powers of that Supreme Being or Sub- 
stance. whose dwelling place is nature, 
and whose tabernacle is the elements. 
The great Architect of the universe did 
not construct the ificent machin- 
ery of nature, and endow the materials 
thereof with certain fixed powers, and 
then withdraw Himself, or step aside 
to see the mighty fabric operate. Un- 
intelligent materials are incapable of 
being endowed with any kind of pow- 
ers, much less with the wise and in- 
telligent powers that characterize the 
— of the universe. God is 
every moment in nature, and eve 
moment acts upon nature, and throu 
nature, the same as the spirit of man 
acts in, and rouge and upon the 
tabernacle of his body. If should 
withdraw himself from nature, or 
should cease to act upon it, that por- 
tion of it which is without life or in- 
telligence, (if there be any such por- 
tion,) would immediately cease all 
action: and while thus apart from 
nature no laws could be given to it 
which could be obeyed : no gravita- 
tive or cohesive tendencies could be 
exerted upon it; no chemical com- 
binations or organic operations could 
be performed ; or in other words, un- 
intelligent nature would be entirely 
dead, and no voice or power could 
awake it, or have the least effect upon 
it, Without entering into it, and oper- 
ating upon it, and through it. It is 
only living and intelligent substances 


that hear, and understand, and obey a 


law. And if unintelligent nature ap- 
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tabernacle. 
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pear to act and obey a law, it is not 
in reality the acts of nature, but the 
operations of a living, intelligent sub- 
stance inhabiting nature. Unintelli- 
gent nature could no more act than 
the body without the spirit could 
act. Therefore, all the nd and 
magnificent movements of the uni- 
verse as a whole, and all the minute 
and imperceptible operations of its 
particles, are the continued effects of 
the living, moving, all-powerful sub- 
stance diffused through the whole. 
This all-pervading, omnipresent sub- 
stance is the Holy Spirit existing in 
inexhaustible quantities, and extending 
through the immensity of space: it is 
the light, and the life, and the power 
of all things. To search out the laws 
of nature is nothing less than search-, 
ing out the laws by which the Spirit 
in nature operates. Man is contin- 
ually beholding these wonderful oper- 
ations, but because he does not behold 
the acting agent, he ascribes the effects 
to blind, unintelligent and unconscious 
matter: as well might he ascribe the 
attributes of the divinity to a wooden 
idol. The light shines all around us, 
and is manifested in ap infinite W 
of wise and beneficial results, but so 
great js the darkness of man, that he 
perceives not the light; or as our Rest 
Redeemer has said, “The light shin- 
eth in darkness, botthe darkness co 
prehendeth it not.” Man ys ‘contin- - - 
ually experimenting with the powers 
of nature, but he peréeives that 
those very powers with which. he is. 


so familiar, are nethning less 


manifestations of the power of G 


through the elements which are His 3 


4 


* 
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EXPLANATION OF SUBSTITUTED NAMES IN 
COVENANTS, 


BY THE 


For the edification of the saints we 
will give some explanation concerning 
posh La names in connection with sev- 


eral revelations in the Book of Doc- 


tilt und Covenants: By referénce to | the benefit of the poor. 


EDITOR. 


section 76th, it will be perceived that 
the Lord gave a revelation to “Enoch” 
in relation to “a permanent and ever- 
lasting estublishment 
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saints, 
cumstances, 
the names, 


inted with the cir- 
ve wondered whether 
“ Enoch,” “Gazelam,” 
Pelagoram,” kc., 
mentioned in that section, together 
with those of a similar character, 
mentioned in sections 87, 94, 97, 99, 
101 and 102, were really ancient per- 
sonages and ancient places and things, 
or those of the present age. All these 
names have reference to modern per- 
sons, places and things of our day. 
Indeed, when these revelations were 
first received by the Prophet Joseph, 
the real names were given: and it 
was not until months, and in regard 
to some of them, even years, had 
away, before the names were 
altered, and others bearing an ancient 
rance were substituted. 
We often had access to the manv- 
scripts when boarding with the 
Prophet; and it was our delight to 
them over and over again, before 
they were printed. And so highly 
were they esteemed by us, that we 


nd also to read them to the saints 
their edification. These copies 
still in our possession. When at 
the time arrived to print the 
puscripts, it was thought best not 
publish them all, on account of 
enemies, who were seeking every 
to destroy the Prophet and the 
urch. On account, however, of 
anxiety of the church to see 
print, it was concluded, 


for 
are 


+ 


8. 


E 


. 
- 
manuscr! 


withheld from the knowledge of the 


saints, perhaps for many lo 
or at least until more fav 


cumstances would have 


years, 
le cir- 
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It may be asked, had the Prophet 
a right to alter names given by reve- 
lation and substitute fictitious ones in 
their stead? We reply, that it is only 
the printed edition that contains the 
substituted names, while the original 
manuscripts, that are safely preserved 
in the hands of the church, contain 
the names as they were originally 
given. Moreover, the substitution of 
fictitious names for persons and places 
does not alter or destroy the sense or 
ideas contained in the revelations. 
But what the Prophet did in relation 
to this thing, was not of himself: he 
was dictated by the Holy Ghost to 
make these substitutions, for the time 
being, until it should be wisdom for 
the true names to appear. That he 
was thus inspired is certain from the 
fact, that at the very time that he made 
these substitutions, he also received 
much additional light; and by revela- 
tion line was added upon line to sev- 
eral of the sections and 
about to be published. But some 
may inquire, are not the Almighty’s 
revelations perfect when they are first 


given? and if so, where was the — 
ing 


priety of the Lord's adding any 
to them, when they were already per- 
fect? We reply that every word of 


God is perfect ; but He does not reveal 
all things at once, but adds “ line up- 
on line, pt upon precept, here a 
little, there a little,” revealing as 
the people are able to bear, or as cir- 
cumstances require. But these were 
not the only revelations to which the 
Lord has made additions: for when 
the king of Judah burned the book of 
revelations, which God gave by the 
mouth of Jeremiah, God command- 
ed Jeremiah to re-write the same. 
“Then took Jeremiah another roll, 
and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the 
son of Neriah, who wrote therein 
from the mouth of Jeremiah all the 
words of the book which Jehoiachim, 
king of Judah, had burned in the fire: 
and there were added besides unto 
them many like words.” (Jer. 36 : 32.) 

The Lord, therefore, adds to His 
own revelations whenever he thinks . 
proper; but He has 


permitted expressly forbi 
any 


den man to make 


them to be made public. E 
. 4 4 4 
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| 

| 

* 

. committed some to memory; and a 

N few we copied for the purpose of ref- 

Bis erence in our absence on missions 

Bet.) the suggestions of the Spirit, 

be real names given 

pts, and substituting 

. @euuous ones in their stead, they 

< — safely in print with- 
dau endangering the welfare of the 

3 individuals whose real names were con- 
: tained therein. It was by this means 
- that several revelations were permit- 

: ted to appear in print in the first edi- 

| tion, that otherwise would have been 


| ge far as our mem 
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The adding to an | 
ba bel 

Lord only: hence the Lo 

the mouth upen 4 | 

here a little and there a little,” to 

some of the manuscript copies which 


were about to be published. | 


A similar thing transpired in ancient 
America. God ly forbade the 
Prophet Mormon to write all the rev- 
elations contained in the numerous 
records of his forefathers. He was 
only 


and he states that not one-hundredth 
part was permitted to be copied into 
the abridgment. The Lord declaring 
to him that he would try the faith of 
the Gentiles and of the nations of the 
latter times, to see whether they would 
receive this abridgment; if so, He 
would give them more ; but if not, He 
would withhold the greater things to ash 
their condemnation. | 
To add to or diminish the light to 
be offered to a generation or individ- 
ual, is in strict accordance with the | 
wisdom, justice and mercy of God. 
When a generation or individual is 
faithful to the light already given, God 
has promised to add more, and will 
cause that the light shall grow brighter 
and brighter until the perfect day. 
But when men despise the light, — | 
treat it with contempt, He will wich- 
hold from them, and diminish that 
which they already have, until their | 
minds become entirely enveloped in 
darkness, and they thus prepare hem- 
selves to dwell with the prince of 
darkness, and to be cast into outer 
darkness, where there is wailing and 


| 


gnashing of teeth, and where no ray 
of heavenly light can te their 
dark and di abode. This will be 


the fearful state of the wicked, because 
they love darkness rather than light, 

iad will not come to the light that 
their deeds may be reproved. 


As it may be satisfactory to the s 


saints to know the original names in 
the manuscripts we here present them 
serves. 

In Section 76, p. 2, for Enoch or 


aalen read Joseph Smith, Jr. 


permitted to make a small abridg- 
ment, called the Book of Mormon, 
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Sec. 76, p. 2, for “ dhashdah ” read 


— the Newel K. Whitney. 
added by 


Sec. 70, p. 2, for “ Pelagoram ” 


read Sidney 

Sec. 94, 2, for “ Shederlaom- 
ach read rederick G. Williams. 

Sec. 97, p. 2, for “ Zombre” read 
John Johnson. 

Sec. 97, p. 2, for “Seth” read 
Joseph. 

Sec. 99, 3, for “ Tahhanes” 
read “The Tannery, (or The Tan 
Yard. ”) 


Sec. 99, p. 3, for “ Shinehah” read 
‘Kirtland. 

Sec. 99, p. 5, for “ O/ihah” read 
Oliver Cowdery. 

Sec. 99, p. 5, for “ Laneshine- 
house” read printing office. 

Sec. 99, p. 7, for “ Ozondah” read 
store. 

Sec. 99, p. 7, for “ Shule” read 


2 99, p. 10, for “ Shinelah” read 


print. 


Sec. 99, p. 11, for “ Shinelane ” 


| read printing. 


Sec. 99, p. 12. for “ Talents” read 
dollars. 


Sec. 101, p. 4, for “ Bawrak Ale” 
Sidney Rigdon. — 


In Section 87, paragraph there 
occur five names, Ma- 
halaleel, 

Mehemson. my we have 
the individuals whom they represent ; 

the original manuscripts being in Uh, 
we are unable at present to. gratify 
desires of the saints in ap. Ar 
the individuals for whom they stand. 

As the circumstances have 
since the substitution 


tious names, we 

that any danger 

toration of the ori 

we should be most 9 

as they stand in the manuscripts in. 


the future editions of the 
and Covenants,” | 


N. 
7 
” 
bec. 99, p. 13, for “ Cainhannoch + ie 
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REPORT OF THE ST. LOUIS CONFERENCE, 


HELD IN CONCERT HALL, MARKET STREET, sr. LOUIS, MO. 


January 1, 1854. 


This meeting was called to order about 104, A. M., and opened with prayer 
by President H. S. Eldredge. It was moved that H. S. Eldredge preside over, 
and J. S. Cantwell act as clerk of the Conference; carried unanimously. 

The President requested each presiding elder to give hisown report. After 
a few remarks the representations were called for, and were as follows : 


No. Branch. Represented by, #3 Priests 7 Cut off.| Died. 
| 
City of St. Louis.| | 
1 | Ist Ward. William Field, | 8 6/1 «4 2 
© William Fleming, 2218 1117 1 
9 James 8. Ballinger, 14 3 13 13 5 7 2¹ 3 3 
444% William Gore, 138} 2 6 7261 3 
88 Joseph Barker, (| 15 311 11 313 51 1 5 
$34. «+ James B. Cantwell, 30% 1 3 36 7 14 7 10 W 6 6 
7 Gravoia, James Wood, 1% 31 6; 6; 2 
Altan, Ill, William M. Batts, | 12 i §) B 8 35327 13 2 
y Bellefontaine, Thomas Brindley, is 2 1 111 1 2 
10{Pecan, Ark, Létter, 
11 Calhoun, III., Letter, * 1 1 
12 Dry Bil! William Gittings, | 2 21 3 2 1' 1) 9] 
su | | 
14 |Keokuk, Eldredge. 100 | | 


The representations being through, the President made some remarks rel- 
ative to the Bellefontaine branch, (and in consequence of the reduction of it 
by removals,) it was proposed to disorganize and add it to the sixth ward 
in St. Louis; carried. 

The following resolutions were sustained by unanimous vote : 

Firat. I hat we uphold and sustain Brigham Y oung as President, Prophet, 
Seer and Revelator, over the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in 
all the earth. 

Second. Heber C. Kimball and Willard Richards as his counsellors. 
third. The quorum of the Twelve Apostles, with Orson Hyde as their 
President. 
> Fourth. All the various organizations of the priesthood, in all the earth, 
sustained by the authorities in Zion. 2 
Nfl. Orson Pratt as President over the Saints in the United States and 
British Provinces of America. 

Elder J. S. Ballinger moved that we sustain and uphold Horace S. Eldredge 

as President over the St. Louis Conference ; carried. 
The President moved to acknowledge Elder James S. Cantwell as clerk of 
the St. Louis Conference, and Treasurer of the branch ; carried. 


| W fellowing Elders were sustained, by unanimous, vote over their 
branches : 2 
William Field, President of the First Ward. 
William Fleming, “ Second 
James 8. Ballinger, Third 
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William Gore, President of the Fourth “ 
Joseph Barker, 4 Fifth « 
John A. James, 4 Sixth « 
Thomas Bradshaw, Gravois. 
John Donaldson, 4 Alton 
William Gittings, 4 Dry Hill 


Elder Samuel J. Lees moved a vote of thanks to Joseph Seel, as leader of 
the choir, and to the singers under his tuition, for their attention and effi- 
cient services in St. Louis Branch ; carried. 

The Conference adjourned in the usual way until 24 P. M. 


Conference resumed at 2}; after prayer, &c., the President called on the 
various officers present to stand up, who being counted by the clerk, were 
— * be Seventies, 4; Elders, 33 ; Priests, 6 ; Teachers, 11; Deacons, 4. 

otal, 58. 

The sacrament and blessing of children being attended to, the President 
called on Elder Wm. M. Batts, of Alton, to address the meeting; who made 
a few appropriate remarks on the subject of Unity and Theocracy. 

The meeting adjourned until seven o’clock. | 

In the evening the Saints were addressed by Elder Samuel J. Lees, on the 
subject of Spiritual Rappings, and other manifestations of the powers of dark- 
ness, from the 6th chapter of the Ephesians, 12th verse. It was a plain, 
powerful, pointed discourse; at the conclusion of which, the President ex- 
horted the saints to take heed unto themselves, and to the advice given them 
in Elder Lees’ discourse. 

The conference closed about 84 P. M. 4 
| HORACE S. ELDREDGE, President. 

James S. CaxrwELL, Clerk. 


EDITORIAL. | 


PerretuaL EmicratTine Funp.— 
It is now about fifteen months since 
the saints in our field of labor were 
requested to forward their contribu- 
tions to this fund. During this inter- 
val, only one small branch in the 
United States and British Provinces 
have responded to the call. This 
branch is located at Haverstraw, New 
York. The 
thirty-three dollars and fifty-six cents. 
If the saints continue to be as liberal 
as they have been during the past fiſ- 
teen months, we are in hopes in about 
two years, from this time, to be able 
to send one person to Utah. The 
gaints in England, through their dona- 
tions to this fund, send off hundreds 


% Zion anonally. What a contrast 


an any one assign a reason for this 
Mifference? May it not be owing to 
e poverty of the English saints? 


have contributed in all 


For where poverty reigns, liberality 


abounds. 


TiTrHine.—God has, through reve- 
lation by the mouth of his servant, 
Joseph, the Prophet, commanded his 
saints to donate one-tenth of all 
their property to the ch as tith- 
ing. The observance of this law . 
ables us to distinguish between those 
who are in reality saimta; aud. these 
who merely have the name: for sume 
ly those who refuse to keep * 
and positive command mentis Goa 
looking over our tithing 


cannot be called saints, ow, 
that twelve persons in the 
States and British Provinces have 
tithing during the last fifteen mon 
The sum total of what these twelve 
have paid, amounts to one hundred 
and twelve dollars and forty-five 


— — 
— 
| 
og” 
x. 
| 
| 
| 
7 
| 
— 
75 
„ 
— 


¢ 


232 EDITORIAL. 


cents. If these twelve persons have 
paid one-tenth part of what they pos- 
sess, then they have kept the com- 


mandment, and there is good reason, 


so far as this law is concerned, to be- 
lieve them to be saints. There may 
be, perhaps, a very few others whose 
names have not reached us that have 
paid their tithing to other — 
agents. Be this as it may, we still 
think it a matter of rejoicing that there 
are twelve saints in the United States 
and British Provinces under our juris- 
diction. These are four more than 
what there were in the whole world 
in the days of Noah. We would 
say to these twelve, get out from this 
wicked nation as soon as you can, for 
we know not the day nor the hour 
when God will visit them according 
to the threatening in the Book of Mor. 
mon. Should there be any others, 
besides these twelve, who are almost 
persuaded to be saints, we say to 
them, comply with-the law of God, 
and pay your tithi otherwise you 
can receive no — 
saints, and your names will not be 
found recorded in the book of the 
names of the righteous. For thus 
saith the prophet, Joseph Smith: 

“It is contrary to the will and 
commandment of God, that those who 
r not their inheritance by con- 

to His law, which 

— has given, that He may tithe His 
to prepare them against the 
88 and burning, should 
have their names enrolled with the 
people of God; neither is their gene- 
4 to be kept, or to be had where 
it may be found on any of the records 
‘or histéry of the church; their names 
‘shall not be found, neither the names 


ck the fathers, nor the names of the 
children written in the book of the 

‘Saw of God, saith the Lord of Hosts. 
saith the stil! small voice, 


through andpierceth 


| mai things, ‘and often times it maketh 


my bones to . while it mak- 
eth manifest, * And it shall 
come to pass tha „ the Lord God, 
will one and strong, 

power in his 


with light for a cover- 


ing, whose mouth shall utter words : 

eternal words ; while his bowels shall 
be a fountain of truth, to set in order 
the house of God, and to arrange by 
lot the inheritances of the saints 
whose names are found, and the names 
of their fathers, and of their children, 
enrolled in the book of the law of 
God : while that man who was called 
of God and appointed, that putteth 
forth his hand to steady the ark of 
God shall fall by the shaft of death 
like as a tree that is smitten by the 
vivid shaft of lightning; and all they 
who are not found written in the book 


of remembrance, shall find none in- 


heritance in that day, but they shall 
be cut asunder, and their portion shall 
be appointed them among unbelievers, 
where is wailing and gnashing of teeth. 
These things I say not myself, 
therefore, as the Lord speaketh, He 
will also fulfil. And they who are 
of the High Priesthood, whose names 
are not found written in the book of 
the law, or that are found to have 
apostatized, or to have been cut out 
of the church, as well as the lesser 
priesthood, or the members, in that 
day shall not find an inheritance am 

the saints of the Most High ; therefore, 
it shall be done unto them as unto 
the children of the Priest, as you will 
find recorded in the second chapter, 
and sixty-first and second verses of 
Ezra.” (Given Nov. 27th, 1832; pub- 
lished in the “Millennial Star, * page 
284 vol. 14.) 

And again the Lord says, „Be- 
hold, now it is called to-day, — 
the coming of the Son of Man,) and 
verily it isa day of sacrifice, and a 
day for the tithing of my people ; for 
he that is tithed shall not be burned 
(at His coming;) for after to-day 
cometh the burning: this is speaki 
after the manner of the Lord; for 
verily | say, to-morrow all the proud 
and they that do wickedly shall be as 
stubble ; and I will burn them up, for 
Iam the Lord of Hosts: and I will 
not spare any that remain in Baby- 
lon.” (Doctrine and Covenants, Sec. 
21, p. 5.) 

In these extracts we can learn who 
they are that will be counted worthy 
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to receive an inheritance among the | 


righteous: it will be those whose 
names are found in the records and 
history of the church, and in the law 
of God, as having tithed themselves, 
and attended to all the other com- 
mandments and laws of God: while 
the names of the fathers and of the 
children of all others, will perish with 
them, and their geneal not be re- 
membered. Such, therefore, cannot 
in reality be saints, though they may 
have the name of saints. We were in 
hopes, when we entered our field of 
labor. to have found more than twelve 
saints in the whole nation; but, per- 
haps, we may yet have the pleasure 
of entering on record a few more. 


Emicration ro Uran.—Are there 


many saints going to Utah this sea- 
son 


There will most probably be from 


three to four thousand from Great | 


Britain, and a few hundred from other 
European Governments, and some 
small companies from the states and 
provinces of this country. 

Where will the most of these com- 
panies concentrate themselves pre- 
paratory to their departure over the 
plains ? 

At St. Louis, where, by application 
to Gen. H. S. Eldredge, her — 
cure provisions and other necessaries 
for the outfit, at the wholesale prices, 
— — save much expense 

ich way will they proceed ſrom 
St. Louis? 

It has been indicated by President 
Eldredge that they would go by steam. 
boat up the Missouri river to Kansas, 
or some of the other towns on the 
western frontier, and thence take their 
departure for the plains. 


Where do the saints. generally pur- Louis to Salt Lake city? 


chase their wagons and teams ? 


The wagons are mostly purchased 
at St. Louis, although some procure 
them at Cincinnati. cost from 

60 to $75, according to the quality. 
ese are generally shipped on steam- 
boats to the point of rendezvous for 
the plains. e freight will be from 
$8 to $12 per wagon, — — 
the distance and stage of water. - 
tle will be from $50 to $80 per yoke. 
Companies of saints generally appoint 
good, faithful, trusty agents, to whom 
they entrust their funds and send them 
on, some few weeks in advance, to 
purchase cattle and drive them to the 
point where they are wanted, at some 
definite specified time, agreed upon by 
the company. | | 

What quantity of provisions are 
required for the outfit ? 

About 200 Ibs. to each individual. 

What will be the cost of freight 
from St. Louis up the Missouri river? 

From $1 to 92 per hundred. 

At what time will the companies 
leave the settlements ? 

They will begin to leave about the 
middle of May, or as soon as the 
grass is up sufficiently to sustain their 
animals; and they will continue to 
leave every few days from that time 
until about the Ist of July. 

What time is pn on for ox teams 
to perform the journey 

From — to fifleen weeks. — 

What amount of team is required 
per ton? 

Two yoke of oxen and one yoke 
of cows: some go with less. ; 

Those who are not able t furnish 
wagons sufficient to accommodate 
their families for lodging, should 
supply themselves with tents at St. 


Louis. 
What is the cost of freight ſrbm St. 
From $12 to $14 per hundred. 
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BY THE EDITOR. 


( Continued.) 
But how is it with this generation, 
in regard to making and loving lies? 
It is deubtful whether there ever were 
@ generation so addicted to lying as 


the present. The spirit prevails among 
all classes, both the high and the low, 
the infidel and the Christian ; 


all, with very exceptions, are 
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given, either to make lies, or love 
them after they are made. When God 
sent a great prophet to this generation 
to reveal to them the Book of Mor- 
mon, as the great and last warning 
message, preparatory to the revelation 
of his Son from the heavens to exe- 
cute vengeance upon the wicked and 
ungodly, how was the — 
treated? We reply that the people 
began immediately to lie about it; and 
they have kept up this lying from that 
time until the present. One would 
declare that the Book of Mormon was 
originated in one way; another, in 
another; one making this lie, and 
another that; and the printing press 
has groaned under the weight of false- 
hood, published to prevent the people 
from repenting according to the re- 
quirements of this m e. Pamph- 
lets have followed — and vol- 
umes have succeeded volumes to blind 
the minds of the people, and harden 
their hearts against the only message 
by which they can possibly be saved, 
either in this world, or in the world 
to come. Two of the most powerful 
engines that the father of lies has used 
to circulate these falsehoods, are the 
2 and editors. These have greed- 

y snatched up falsehoods of every 
description, and of the blackest char- 
acter, and multiplied millions on mil- 
lions of copies and sent them with 


their congregations 


pit, und warned 
With men pious groans and hypocrit- 


“ical of the Book of 
„Hormon, ar 


to reject it without any 
ion, and to cast out the ser- 


and hearts of the people against 
God's servants, and the great m 


“oats of darkness rejoice with a hell- 
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ish exultation, in the prospects of 
reaping an abundant harvest of souls, 
whom they have deceived by their 
lies, and whom their priests have de- 
luded by their hypocrisy. 

The persons who invented these 
lies against the servants of God, and 
against the divine message of repent- 
ance, contained in the Book of Mor- 
mon, are not the only ones who 
are guilty ; they are not the only ones 
who will be punished in the lake of 
fire as liars; but all who have pub- 
lished these lies, and all who have 
loved to read and hear them, will share 
the same fate. The lover of lies is 
equally as guilty as the maker ; hence, 
they both go to the same place, and 
both suffer the second death, unless 
they repent. 

It is a fearful thing to reject a 
prophet of God, or a servant of God, 
or a revelation of God; and especially 
to reject a message, so infinitely im- 
portant as the one which God has 
given in the Book of Mormon: and 
the devil knows that he is sure of the 
people if he can only make them re- 
ject it; and hence his untiring exer- 
tions in the invention of all manner 
of falsehoods to accomplish his ma- 
licious and hellish object. 

But, it may be inquired, how are 
the humble, bene souls to discern 
between truth and falsehood? Must 
they be condemned with liars, because 


-|they are deceived with lies? We 


answer, that all will be condemned 


ho suffer themselves to be deceived : 


for there is a way for every person to 
come to the light of truth; and it is 
not in the power of the devil to in- 
vent lies so plausible as to prevent the 
really honest person from discover- 
his sal- 
vation. The scriptures have express] 

declared, that “cursed is he — 
putteth his trust in man or maketh 
flesh his arm.“ Now any person who 
will put his confidence and trust in 
popular lies, invented by the devil to 
prevent the people from discovering 


the truth, must rest under that curse, 


and in the day of judgment be con- . 
demned with liars. What excuse¢an 
any one have for rejecting the w-, 


* 


j 
4 234 
i ity of the steam car to the 
4 four winds of heaven: while the long 
a faced and proſessedly pious priests 
BE have reiterated these lies from the pul 
> > ants of God from their houses, and 
a “Bot listen to them for a moment, but 
cehect them as imposters, uptried and 
4 . These lies have had their 
“ effect, to shut up churches 
and meeting-houses, and close the 
| of repentance which God has sent 
them to proclaim. In this thing the 


because the devil has made lies, and 
nearly all mankind believe them? The 
scriptures inform us that we are to 
4 e all things and hold ſast that 
which is good.” There must be some 
infallible rule by which to prove things 
and ‘discern the good from the evil, or 
else we never should have been ex- 

to do so. This infallible test 
by which to discover the truth, is the 
light which God has already given us, 
and which He will give us if we will 
but properly seek it. But when 
a person suffers himself to be blinded 
by the lies of uninspired men, so far 
as to close his doors and his heart 
against investigation, aod rejects the 
message of heaven in the Book of 
Mormon upon popular rumor, or be- 
cause his minister rejects it, he is 
justly condemned for suffering him- 
self to be thus imposed upon, and led 
about by the precepts of those who 
he knows do not even profess to be 
inspired of Ged. He is putting his 
trust in man and making flesh his 
arm, the moment that he suffers others 
to judge for him in matters so infi- 
nitely important, involving the salva- 
tion of his soul: therefore, he is 
cursed of God, and will die and go to 
hell, unless he repents, notwithstand- 
ing his apparenthonesty. Therefore, 
no man, nor woman, nor child that 


has come to the years of accounta-| i 


bility, can be justified, for one mo- 
ment, in rejecting God’s revealed will, 
contained in the Book of Mormon, 
and especially if they never have 
placed themselves in a position to in- 
vestigate those divine truths. 

But, replies one, many tens of 
thousands in the United States know 
nothing of the contents of that Book, 
having never seen it, and all that they 
have heard is, that it professes to be 
a divine revelation; are they, there- 
fore to be condemned in their ignor- 
ance? We answer, that they have 
not the least excuse for their ignor- 

ance. There is not a person in the 
mation but what might have had the 


_#galume, if he had felt disposed to in- 
“Sweatigate its divine origin. 


It is now 


nearly fwenty-four years since the 
book was first published among them; 


and during this interval, there have 
becu printing presses enough in ope- 
ration to have to every 
individual in all the world. And if 
they had been called for, they would 
have been supplied at a moderate 
Therefore, those who have 
not supplied themselves with a copy, 
and have not put themselves in a way 
to prove the divinity of the message, 
have no excuse for their ignorance. 
The lies that are in circulation against 
God’s holy word, revealed in these 
last days, will not shield them from 
the justice of the Almighty in the 
great day of the Lord which is fast 
hastening. If they had loved the 
truth, as much as they have loved the 
lies against it, they would have sought 
after it and used a little exertion to 
obtain it. But no, the truth is far 
from them, and they love the prece 
of uninspired men in preference to 
which comes from heaven. “They 
have made lies their refuge and under 
falsehood have hid themselves; there- 
fore, they shall receive the portion of 
liars in the great judgment, and with 
them be cast into the same lake, un- 
less they repent. 
But it will be a very difficult mat- 


of publishing 
blackest kind of falsehoods against 
the truth, and against the few honest, 
humble souls who have received 
By the wholesale cireulation of 


people to mobs and riot 
the blood of the innoegnt, 
it might be within their power 0 
pent and make restitution ip 
they never could counteract 
vast amount of inj which 

have dene. 
pers as extensively in publishing 

truths of the Book Mormon, 
they have in publishing lies against 
and the Saints, and thus endeavor 

counteract the evils that they 
done; but they can never 
innocent from their graves whom 
have been indirectly the cruel i 
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ter for some of those 
lished lies to repent. For instance, 
many editors of newspapers have been 
nstruments in the hands of the devil ) 
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ments of having murdered, by the 
wicked and malicious lies which they 
have so extensively circulated. Such, 
therefore, will find it hard to repent; 
yet, even these may have been, in 
some instances, swayed by popular 
prejudices, and led to do many thin 

in their ignorance against the truth, 
against God, and against his people, 
of which, it may be possible, as in 
the case of Paul, for them to obtain 
forgiveness and salvation by receiving 
the truth, and hereafter devoting all 


their energies to print, and publish, 


and spread forth the same. But do 
what they may to recover themselves, 
and make restitution, they will always 
have it to regret, that they have ever 
written or printed any thing against so 
great and glorious a message as the 
one revealed in the opening of this 
last dispensation. But if we could 
see any symptoms of repentance and 
reformation on their part, we would 
gladly take them by the hand, and try 
to raise them up, and encourage them 
in the mighty struggle to recover 
themselves from the great and multi- 
plied evils that they have done through 


the medium of the press. 


What evils lies have done in our 
world! It was through the lies of 
the Devil that our first parents were 

reuaded to a of the forbidden 

it; it was through the lies invented 
by the wicked that the holy prophets 
were rejected by the respective gene- 
rations to whom they were sent. 


‘Henee our Saviour says to his disci- 


“ Blessed are ye when men 


“shall speak all manner of evil against 
rae for my sake; for so did | po 


of the prophets who were before 


vo All prophets and inspired men 
were lied about, and the people were 


persuaded these lies to reject 
the only means of their salvation. It 


wast liars and false witnesses 


that the Saviour of the world was 
condemned to be crucified; it was 
through the testimony of false wit- 
nesses that the Jews have, from gen- 
eration to generation, continued to 


ject Jesus of Nazareth as the true 
essiah ; it was through lying that 
believe dat 


they were persuaded to 


his disciples came and stole his body 
from the tomb. Through lies mil- 
lions at the present day believe that 
the great Prophet of God, Joseph 
Smith, was an imposter. ‘Through 
the belief of lies millions in ancient 
times were destroyed from the earth 
and sent down to hell; and through 
the reliance which this generation 
place in newspaper reports, and the 
lies invented against the Book of 
Mormon and the Saints, millions 
more will be swept off, and their por- 
tion assigned them in the “lake which 
burneth with fire and brimestone, 
in company with ancient liars and 
those who loved the same. 

Some lies are much more wicked 
than others, and calculated to do in- 
finitely more harm. To lie for the 
purpose of cheating your neighbor— 
to lie so as to injure the character of 
any one—to lie for the purpose of 
punishing the innocent, or screening 
the guilty, are very greatevils. But 
when compared with lies against a 
divine message sent from heaven, they 
dwindle into insignificancy. In the 
former cases, the lies are against 
men; in the latter they are against 
God. In the former they injure their 
neighbor temporally ; in the latter 
they injure him spiritually by blinding 
his mind against the truth, and that 
too, against the only truth by which 
he can be saved. Lies, therefore, 
against a revelation which God gives 
for the salvation of a generation, will 


be considered in the day of judgment 


as an evil of very great magnitude, 
and the punishment will be in pro- 


rtion. 
We have now pointed out three 
very great evils of which this nation 
in 3 — are very guilty beſore 
God. These evils are, first, the mur- 
der of the prophets and saints of God, 
and the sanctioning of the same, 1 
letting the murderers go unpunished, 
and permitting them to boast of their 
bloody deeds in the most public man- 
ner. Second, the hund of thous- 
ands of public prostitutes, whieh they 

it to commit crimes of the met 
abominable nature, in all the a 
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without taking 
legislative action to suppress them. 


efficient measures by 


And, third, the sin of lying 
against what God has revealed in the 
Book of Mormon for the salvation of 
the nations, to prepare them for the 
coming of his Son. These are three 
of the most prominent evils of which 
this nation must most heartily repent, 
if they would escape the threatened 
evils with which they will otherwise 
most assuredly be visited. 

Another evil of no small magnitude 
is the vast amount of false doctrines 
which are taught, and extensively 
believed, and practiced throughout 
Christendom. Doctrines which are 
calculated to ruin the soul, are, in 
some respects, greater evils than those 
which merely have a bearing upon, 
our temporal interests. A man who, 
through dishonesty, defrauds his 
neighbor of his property, and brings 
distress and — — ruin upon his 
family, is exceedingly guilty before 
God, and will, if he repent not and 
make no restitution, be severely pun- 
ished ; but how much greater will be 
the condemnation and punishment of 
that man who, through his cunning 
craftiness, palms upon his neighbor a 
false doctrine which is calculated to 
ruin him and his family, not tempor- 
ally, but eternally! Thieves and 
robbers are less guilty before God 
than such false teachers. 

We will now mention some of 
these soul-destroying doctrines that 
are taught in Christendom, and which 
millions have had the wickedness to 
believe. First. These false teachers 
have had the presumption to deny the 
necessity of continued revelation from 
God, and have actually, in direct 
opposition to the Bible, persuaded 


whole nations to believe in this ruin- 
ous and impious doctrine. The great 
wickedness of this doctrine will ap- 
pear when we reflect that it strikes a 
deadly blow against Christianity and 
inst the religion of the Bible. 
his fearful delusion was invented 
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tion from Him; and fearing that the 
more honest portions of mankind 
would disgover a great contrast be- 
tween their apostate condition and 
the condition of the true Church, 
which was always, without one ex- 
ception, blessed with prophets and in- 
spired men, they concluded to use all 
their sophistry and cunning to per- 
suade the people that they already 
had enough revelation, and that they 
needed no further communication 
from heaven. If they could only 
the people to believe this strong de- 
lusion, they knew that it would most 
effectually blind them in regard to 
their apostacy. They at length suc- 
ceeded, though not without a great 
struggle of conscience among the 
more honest portions of the people. 
These could not so readily vid cums 
sent to so strange and unheard of 
doctrine. They looked back through 
the whole history of the dealings of 
God with his people, from the time 
that man was created to their day ; 
and they could not discover one sol- 
itary instance of a true people of God, 
but what they had continued revela- 
tions from Him; and those who did 
not have these blessings were de- 
nounced as heathens, or in a state 
of apostacy. They were expressly 
told in their scriptures, that “where 
there is no vision the people perish.” 
It, therefore, required no small exer- 
tion on the part of these wicked 
tates to introduce, and get the people 
to believe in a doctrine so enti 
new and strange, and so directly op- 
to the whole tenor of divine 
revelation. But finally, through 
help of the Devil, and aſter a jong 
struggle, during which scores 
thousands were tortured and) put 
death, they sueceeded 
make an — 
itivel uding 
lation, bet actually limiting the 
of their clan to 
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| 
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number of books, called, by them, | 

Canonical. This took place at | 
soon after the apostles fell asleep by | the Third Council of Carthage in the : 
a set of corrupt, vile tates, who | year 397. All were forbidden to re- 
had so far departed from God that] ceive any thing as the word of God on 
they could not get any communica- only the few canonical manuseripts : 


— — — 


which this apostate council had se- 
— This fatal law had its desired 

t, in entailing u terity the 
soul-destroying 
would no more speak with mortals. 
This great imposition has been trans- 
fered down to our time, and is exten- 
sively taught through all the nations 
of Christendom. . 

If this delusion was confined to 
some obscure corner of the earth 
among unlettered barbarians, it would 
not be so fearful in its consequences, 
but to be embraced by millions of the 
most civilized people of our globe, 
and that, too, in direct defiance of the 
Bible, renders it vastly more offensive 
in the sight of God. It is calculated 
to destroy millions on millions of 
souls; for who, with the Bible in 
their hands, can expect to be saved, 
if they suffer themselves to believe or 
harbor such a wicked doetrine in their 
hearts? Do you expect that God 
will ave you when you have the 
rashness to declare that you have no 


need of prophets and revelators—that | 


you have enough of the word of God 
already? You cannot plead ignor- 
ance, like many hundreds of millions 
who have died in past ages who were 
never favored with the privilege of 
reading the Bible. You can have no 
excuse because your minister, and 
— neighbors, and your ſathers, 

taught you this imposition. 
Tou have the Bible, and you can read 
and judge for yourselves; and the 


whole tenor of that sacred book will 


show B ey most clearly to the contra- 
ry. The Bible will inform you that 
so long as the Christian Church was 
on the earth they were favored with 
continued revelation ; it will tell you 


that the Christian Church were guided 


and led continually by the spirit of 
prophecy’ and revelation—by livin 
revelators and inspired men. It wi 
tell yon that any thing short of that 


order of things is not of God, but of 
men. | If you will, therefore, by pop- 
ulur tradition, and through the influ- 
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flatter yourselves that you can be 
saved ; for God will not save those 
who reject the doctrine of continued 
revelation. This, therefore, is an- 
other great evil of which this genera- 
tion are deeply guilty before God; 
and He has called upon them by the 
voice of his servants, and by the voice 
of revelation, contained in the Book 
of Mormon, to repent of this evil and 
give no more heed to false doctrines 
of this nature, declaring that all those 
who do not repent of these things, 
shall be cut off and sent down to 
hell. 

Another false doctrine taught and 
almost universally believed by this 
wicked generation is, that it is no 
longer the privilege of believers to re- 
ceive the miraculous signs promised 
to them in the Scriptures. For in- 
stance, Jesus informs us in the most 
ex terms, as recorded in the last 
chapter of Mark, and in many other 
Scriptures, that certain miraculous 
gifts should be given to believers 
throughout all the world, wherever 
and to whomsoever the Gospel should 
be preached, and be believed and 
obeyed. And lest some wicked apos- 
tate or false teacher should undertake 
to limit the signs to the believers in 
the first age of Christianity, he most 
emphatically declares that “ EVERY 
CREATURE” in all the world who 
should believe the Gospel and be bap- 
tized, should not only be saved, but 
that all such should have power 
in his name to “cast out devils”— 
“speak with new tongues”—“ take 
up serpents”—and deadly 2 — 
should not hurt them—and they 
should “lay hands upon the sick, 
and they should recover.” Now, 
who could have believed that genera- 
tions of professed Christians would 
arise, who, with the Bible in their 
hand, would have the bold, unblush- 
ing impudence, to declare that the 


iever has no right to claim this 


promise of our Lord? Only think, 
dear reader, of the millions of pro- 


fessed believers in the Gospel, ¹ 
crowd the streets on the Sabbath ge | 


to go to their places 


— 


— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
— 
a; suffer yourselves to be imposed upon 
such absurd, unscriptural and anti- 
ian doctrines; you need not 
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throughout the millions 

that even profess to claim the 

— Jesus in regard to the G — 
they call themselves believers, 


— yet they have not the signs of 
believers—they profess that Jesus is 

their Saviour, and yet every soul of 
them rejects his word in relation to 
the promised signs: they are very 
willing to claim one of the promises 
in the same connection with these 
signs, vin: Salvation; but the other 
promises spoken by the same Being, 
and on the same occasion, are utterly 
rejected; and if any honest, humble 
soul among them should begin to 
seek after the promised signs and ex- 
hort his brethren to do the same, he 
would immediately be denounced as 
an enthusiast, or as insane; and if he 
persisted in so doing, he would be ex- 
cluded from their ranks and expelled 
from their synagogues as a dangerous 
person. Now what will become of 
all these false teachers who thus do 
away with the promises of Jesus? 
and what will become of the people 
who suffer themselves to be led by 
such h rites? They will, every 
soul of them, unless they repent of 
these false doctrines, be cast down 
to hell. Yes, every man and wo- 
man, priest and — that do not 
repent of having done away the mirac- 
ulous gifts and blessings of the Gos- 
pel, will as surely go to hell as 
they are living beings. Do not flat- 
ter yourselves that you will escape ; 
for there is no escape for you, only to 
repent and turn unto the Lord, and 
seek most earnestly after the mirac- 
ulous gifts of the ospel which you, 
and your false teachers, in your wick- 
edness and hypocricy, have done 
away. Think not that you can follow 
the popular multitude in their forms 
of godliness, and with them deny the 
power thereof, and escape the right- 


eous indignation of that holy Being | angry 


whose words you have rejected. By 
His words that —— have had in this 
life, you are to 


them, well; if not, they will condemn | 
you, and you will shrink from the 


presence of Him who gave the word, | 


judged in the last 
day ; if you have received and obeyed | 


and your guilty consciences will be 
ise| racked with fear and ; and the 
miseri s of hell will lay hold upon 
you; and yéu will be made to feel 
that God's holy word is not spoken 
in vain, and that it cannot be rejected 
with impunity. 

Another very prevalent and great 
evil is in the land. Many thousands 
of these corrupt false teachers who 
have denied the necessity of the mi- 
raculous powers and gifts of the Gos- 
pel, and who have done away the 
gifts of prophecy and revelation from 
the church, have even dared to ven- 
ture forward and officiate in some of 
the Gospel ordinances, as th 
actually had authority from 604, — 
many thousands have actually pre- 
sumed to receive the holy sacred or- 
dinances of the Gospel from the 
hands of such corrupt, soul-destro 
ing hypocrites. If there is any wick- 
edness that borders closely on blas- 
phemy, it is this! What can be more 
impious in the sight of heaven, than 
for men to do away, as unnec 5 
nearly all of the most glorious 
of the Gospel, and preach to 
hearers that they are unnecessary in 
these days, and then have the auda- 
cious wickedness to minister the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, or 


and Holy Ghost. Such heav 


wickedness i is calculated to sink — ö 


unless the people repent of ha re- 
ceived baptism and other — 


of the Gospel at the 2 
deceivers, they will, be ent 
with them; for if the 3 lead 
blind, they will all go into the 
together, and the deceived, as 
the deceiver, will all have to 
reward of their own 


plainly. But I have not been 
flatter this generation with 
things, nor to tell them that all is well; 
but I have been sent to set forth your 
sins and your and all 
your evil works which you continu- 


pretend to baptize by the authority 

and in the name of the Father, Son, 9 


